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Summer Festivities of Early Music: MUSAE
Prague, 26 April 2023 – During the holiday season in Prague, the Summer Festivities of Early Music bring to life the musical styles of historical periods in imaginative and fresh contexts. From 18 July to 8 August, the festival invites you to explore the gems and mysteries of European music history with leading international and local performers. The 24th edition of the international music festival Summer Festivities of Early Music will be ruled by the MUSES – the noble, beautiful and omniscient daughters of Zeus, who, with their famous kiss on the forehead, inspire artists with ideas and creative vigour. The “magic seven” festival concerts will therefore present a variety of inspiration from the goddesses of the performing arts and, more broadly, from Greek mythology in the works of European composers of the 16th to 18th centuries. “The programme will present not only the diversity and mutual influence of different national schools and traditions, especially in Baroque music, but also the diversity of art forms in general. We can thus look forward to a truly diverse range of art performed by world-class ensembles of early music that have accepted our invitation and, ‘kissed by the muse’, will come to Prague to showcase their art and delight the ears and eyes of the audience,” explains the festival’s director Josefína Knoblochová. The muses will be celebrated in the festival programme not only through music but also through dance. The festival evenings will take place in sensitively chosen historical venues in Prague palaces, churches and monasteries, which will give them an unmistakable atmosphere.
The festival will open the German Ensemble Polyharmonique, performing in Prague for the very first time. The vocal-instrumental programme has an attractive dramaturgy whose spiritual concertos, motets and madrigals will confront Italian models with their echoes in the spiritual music of Protestant Germany, especially during the 17th century. The Flemish ensemble Hathor Consort, with its artistic director Romina Lischka, will accompany the outstanding Dutch soprano Hannah Morrison in late Renaissance and early Baroque compositions from southern Europe, mainly of Italian provenance. Three renowned German performers – Christine Schornsheim, Hille Perl and Michael Freimuth – will perform virtuoso works for harpsichord, viola da gamba and theorbo from the pens of German and French masters of the 18th century. This year, for the first time, one of the festival venues will be the “Vzlet” hall, a cultural crossroads in Vršovice, which will host a ballet and pantomime performance for all ages – a Renaissance masquerade ball from the Polish court of Queen Bona Sforza. This whimsical performance, suitable for children aged seven and over, will bring together the Polish dance company Cracovia Danza Ballet, whose artistic director is Romana Agnel, and the Czech instrumental ensemble Capella Ornamentata, led by Richard Šeda. The young Spanish ensemble Cantoría will perform 
a selection from the famous ensaladas of Mateo Flecha Sr., published in Prague in 1581. The concert of the Cantoría ensemble will remind us of the importance of Prague as a cultural centre at the end of the 16th century. The renowned Italian performers Alessandro Tampieri (Baroque violin) and Valeria Montanari (harpsichord) will then take the audience to the Apennine Peninsula for virtuoso compositions in which their authors incorporated mythological themes. 
The festival’s ensemble in residence, Collegium Marianum, invited the French contralto Delphine Galou to collaborate on the closing concert of the 24th IMF Summer Festivities of Early Music. 
In a programme consisting of arias and overtures from baroque operas by A. Vivaldi, Ch. W. Gluck, 
J. J. Fux and C. H. Graun, the immortal story of Orpheus’s love for his beloved Eurydice will be brought to life. “The final concert of the festival will be a tribute to the mythical singer Orpheus, whose art was worshipped by gods, humans, animals, the elements of nature and creatures from the underworld... This son of Calliope, the Muse of Epic Poetry, was blessed with an enchanting voice and was able to captivate both human and mythical beings with his musical art. That is why we have invited the French contralto Delphine Galou for this occasion,” says Jana Semerádová, artistic director of the Collegium Marianum ensemble and the festival’s chief dramaturg. 
The festival also includes international performance masterclasses of the Akademie Versailles (planned for October 2023) and July masterclasses with leading German performers Christine Schornsheim (harpsichord), Hille Perl (viola da gamba) and Michael Freimuth (theorbo, lute, baroque guitar).
The concerts will take place in sacred and secular historical spaces of the capital city of Prague (Emmaus Monastery, Strahov Monastery, Troja Chateau, Sts Simon and Jude Church and Vzlet). 
More info: www.festivalprague.com.
Polyhymnia

The German Ensemble Polyharmonique, performing in Prague for the very first time, will be “kissed” by the Muse of Hymn Singing and Choral Lyrics, Polyhymnia, under the vaults of the Church of the Virgin Mary and the Slavic Saints (the Emmaus Monastery). The other muse of the evening will undoubtedly be Italian music, which, in several waves, inspired the musical culture of the 17th century in the rest of Europe. The spiritual atmosphere of the Emmaus Monastery will draw the audience into the programme with its attractive dramaturgy and direct confrontation of Italian models with their echoes in Protestant Germany.

Heinrich Schütz, the most important pre-Bachian German composer, studied in Venice with Giovanni Gabrieli and Claudio Monteverdi, who influenced him greatly. Although his Transalpine colleagues and followers never visited Italy, they completely adopted its musical styles. The captivating beauty of their spiritual concertos, motets and madrigals will grace the ceremonial opening of the 24th edition of the Summer Festivities of Early Music.
Erató & Caritas

The turn of the 16th and 17th centuries is one of the most remarkable and important periods in the history of music. To this day, it continues to fascinate listeners with its imitation of human speech in all its nuances, captivating dance rhythms, refined embellishments and unusual harmonic connections. The concert, entitled Erato & Caritas, will give listeners a taste of late Renaissance and early Baroque compositions of Southern European provenance, in which we find impressive expressions of deep emotion, passion, pain and longing in both earthly and heavenly senses.

The imaginary patronage of the concert has been assumed by the most beautiful of the Muses – Erato, who cares for love poems and songs, and the personification of Christian love – Caritas, one of the most important values of Christian teaching. The story of the diversity of love will be told by the Flemish ensemble Hathor Consort under the artistic direction of Romina Lischka together with the outstanding soprano Hannah Morrison.
Musical Parnassus

Harpsichordist Christine Schornsheim, gambist Hille Perl and theorbist Michael Freimuth – a trio of renowned German artists – will take their interpretive mastery to the mythical seat of the gods – Parnassus. This was the home of the nine daughters of Zeus – the beautiful Muses, who inspired artists with ideas and creative energy. They will surely be holding a protective hand over the concert in the inspiring surroundings of Strahov Monastery’s Summer Refectory!

The dramaturgy of the evening will present, inter alia, the Muse Melpomene (“The Singing”), who is the protector of all kinds of song, or the Muse Urania (“Heavenly”), who is the Muse of Astronomy and Arithmetic. Perhaps Johann Caspar Ferdinand Fischer also wanted to curry favour with them: the suites dedicated to the Muses come from his cycle Musikalischer Parnassus, which reflects French influence adopted into the tradition of German keyboard literature. The musical experience will be enhanced by virtuoso compositions for viola da gamba and theorbo, which will bring out the richness of the timbres of both instruments to the delight of every listener.
Terpsichoré

The Polish Queen Bona Sforza, one of the most influential and remarkable rulers of the European Renaissance, could undoubtedly also be called “Terpsichore” (i.e. “delighting in dancing”). It was this ambitious and extremely capable Italian aristocrat who initiated the fashion for masquerades in Poland, ruled over by the frolicsome Muse of Dance.

A ballet and pantomime performance by the Polish dance ensemble Cracovia Danza Ballet, with musical accompaniment by the Czech ensemble Capella Ornamentata, will give the audience a glimpse into the milieu of aristocratic entertainments that were an essential part of the political representation of the Polish royal court in the first half of the 16th century. Italian, French, German and Polish dances, rich Renaissance costumes and stylised masks, fantasy, love and court intrigues, the famous jester Stańczyk, and Queen Bona herself... Accept the invitation to the vibrant, sophisticated and colourful carnival of one of the most interesting female aristocrats of the Renaissance!
Euterpé

The Muse of Music and Lyric Poetry, Euterpe, will be the patron of the concert of the vocal ensemble Cantoría, which will be accompanied by three instrumentalists in the Imperial Hall of Troja Chateau. The name of this Muse could be translated as “well-pleasing” or “giving delight” – and that is exactly what the interpretation of the lively Spanish quartet will be.

The charming, witty, yet dramatic programme is based on purely Spanish musical forms – the famous ensaladas (i.e. salads) and villancicos. These pieces tend to be programmatic and their theme is usually 
a struggle, in which, of course, good always triumphs over evil. While we know the villancicos mainly from three large songbooks known as cancioneros, dating from the 16th century, we can find a Czech connection in the ensaladas. The most famous ensaladas of Matteo Flecha Sr. were published in Prague in 1581. The concert of the Cantoría ensemble will remind us of the importance of Prague as a cultural centre at the end of the 16th century.
Concerto d’Apollo

Apollo – the god of the sun, art and dance. He is the leader and protector of the Muses, the originator of order and harmony. He is also the patron of the concert, which will be performed under the painted vault of Strahov Monastery’s Summer Refectory. Its programme will take the audience in particular to the Apennine Peninsula in search of instrumental music in which its composers incorporated mythological themes. Through the scores of violin and harpsichord sonatas, the audience will meet, for example, Psyche, Dido, Euterpe, the Muse of Music, and, of course, Apollo himself. Although the evening will be dominated by expressive Italian virtuosity, a refined French grace will not be lacking. The exceptionally demanding parts will be handled with ease by violinist Alessandro Tampieri and the harpsichordist Valeria Montanari. Their sense of 17th and 18th century musical language, improvisational skills and extraordinary musical talent are renowned throughout Europe!
Canto d’ Orfeo

The mythical singer Orpheus himself will be present at the ceremonial closing of the 24th Summer Festivities of Early Music. The son of Calliope, the Muse of Epic Poetry, was blessed with an enchanting voice and was able to captivate both human and mythical beings with his musical art. The Canto d’Orfeo concert in the Church of St. Simon and St. Jude will be an extraordinary artistic experience, dominated by the delicious timbre of the French alto Delphine Galou, the graceful flute in the hands of Jana Semerádová and the interpretive mastery of the Collegium Marianum ensemble in residence.

The immortal love story of Orpheus and Eurydice and their dramatic fate will come to life in a programme of arias and overtures from Baroque operas by Antonio Vivaldi, Christoph Willibald Gluck, Johann Joseph Fux and Carl Heinrich Graun. In their masterful compositions we will find scintillating emotions of sincere joy, explosive excitement and profound sadness, as well as expressions of peaceful repose and heavenly tranquillity. The final concert of the festival will be a tribute to the mythical singer Orpheus, whose art was worshipped by gods, humans, animals, natural elements and creatures from the underworld..

Tickets can be booked and purchased online at www.letnislavnosti.cz from 26 April 2023 (10 a.m.). Reserved tickets can be picked up and paid for at the Festival Center or paid for online with a credit card. List of more sales points at www.colosseumticket.cz.

Festival Center
Galerie 1, Štěpánská 47, Prague 1

Wednesdays 10.00–18.00 (from 3 May till 2 August 2023)

21 June and 5July 2023 the Festival Center will be closed.

Ticket sales at the Festival Center will begin on 3 May 2023.
Senior citizens (aged 63+) are entitled to a 10 % reduction on the ticket, students up to 26 years and children under 15 years to a 20 %.

A 50 % reduction on tickets is offered for ZTP (1 person) and ZTP-P (1 person and 1 accompanying) card-holders.

For Terpsichoré, 50 % discount for children aged 7 to 15.

(Our concerts should not be visited by children younger than 7 years. Thanks for your respect for artistic experience of both musicians and audience.)

4+ reduction: Upon purchase of tickets for 4 or more concerts, a reduction of 20 % on the price of each ticket applies.

For students we offer a Student´s special: 100 CZK / 1 ticket without specifying a specific seat (holders of these tickets will be seated in the available seats just before the start of the concert).

Student´s special is available only for the opening concert and the final concert.

More information at www.letnislavnosti.cz.

PROGRAMME:

CONCERTS
Tuesday 18 July 2023

Emmaus Monastery, The Church of Our Lady and Slavic Saints
Polyhymnia

Spiritual Madrigals and Concerts in Venice and beyond the Alps
C. Monteverdi, H. Schütz, G. Legrenzi, W. C. Briegel etc.

ENSEMBLE POLYHARMONIQUE (Germany)

Magdalene Harer, Joowon Chung – soprano 
Alexander Schneider – alto, artistic director
Johannes Gaubitz, Christopher Renz – tenor
Matthias Lutze – bass
Juliane Laake – violon
Klaus Eichhorn – positive organ 
Monday 24 July 2023

Troja Chateau 

Erató & Caritas

Forms of Love in Italian Early Baroque Music 

G. Caccini, C. Monteverdi, A. Grandi, B. Strozzi etc.

Hannah Morrison (Netherlands) – soprano 
HATHOR CONSORT (Belgium)

Romina Lischka – viola da gamba, artistic director 

Margit Übellacker – salterio 
Giovanna Pessi – triple harp 

Francis Jacob – harpsichord, positive organ 
Thursday 27 July 2023

Strahov Monastery
Hudební Parnas 

Musical Inspirations in Virtuoso Suites à la française
J. Schenk, J. C. F. Fischer, M. Marais, S. L. Weiss etc.

Christine Schornsheim – harpsichord 

Hille Perl – viola da gamba

Michael Freimuth – theorbo
Saturday 29 July 2023

Vzlet

Terpsichoré

A Renaissance masked Ball at the Polish Royal Court Ballet

Pantomime Performances for All Generations
CRACOVIA DANZA BALLET

Romana AGNEL – choreography, artistic director 

Marta Yildiz, Nikoleta Giankaki, Małgorzata Nabrzeska, Ewelina Keller – court ladies 

Georgij Andrejczenko, Maxim Berko, Michał Kępka – courtiers 

Filip Świeczkowski – Stańczyk, the court jester
Monika Polak-Luścińska, Maciej Luścińsky – costumes, masks
Dariusz Brojek – light design
CAPELLA ORNAMENTATA 

Richard Šeda – cornetto, recorder, artistic director
Barbora Mišoňová – cornetto, recorder
Vojtěch Jakl – Baroque violin
Ondřej Sokol – Renaissance trombone
Mélusine de Pas – viola da gamba
Marek Kubát – theorbo, Baroque guitar
Radek Tomášek – percussions
Monday 31 July 2023

Troja Chateau 

Euterpé

Humorous and Dramatic Stories in Spanish Songs and Ensaladas
J. del Encina, M. Flecha El Viejo, B. Cárceres, A. Cabezón

CANTORÍA (Spain)
Inés Alonso – soprano
Oriol Guimerà – alto 

Jorge Losana – tenor, artistic director 

Víctor Cruz – bass 

Pablo FitzGerald – vihuela de mano
Marc de la Linde – viola da gamba
Joan Seguí – positive organ
Thursday 3 August 2023

Strahov Monastery
Concerto d’Apollo

Mythological Figures in Italian Violin Sonatas 

A. Corelli, M. Mascitti, F. Geminiani, G. Tartini

Alessandro Tampieri – Baroque violin 

Valeria Montanari – harpsichord 

Tuesday 8 August 2023

Sts. Simon and Jude Church
Canto d’Orfeo

The Mythical Singer in Baroque Operas
J. J. Fux, A. Vivaldi, C. H. Graun, Ch. W. Gluck

Delphine Galou (France) – alto 

COLLEGIUM MARIANUM – Baroque orchestra
Jana Semerádová – flauto traverso, artistic director
Lenka Torgersen – concert master
ADDITIONAL PROGRAMME
Friday 28 July 2023

Melantrichova 19

Masterclass

Masterclass of German music in French style
Lecturers (Germany):

Christine Schornsheim – harpsichord 

Hille Perl – viola da gamba

Michael Freimuth – theorbo, lute, Baroque guitar
26–29 October 2023

The Prague Conservatoire
Akademie Versailles

International Masterclasses
Orchestral suites in French style (suites from ballet and operas; Georg Muffat, Johann Caspar Ferdinand Fischer, Georg Philipp Telemann)

Vocal masterclasses of Baroque music (vocal repertoire from 17th and 18th century)
Lecturers:

Bertrand Cuiller – orchestra
Chantal Santon Jeffery – solo vocal performance, interpretation, ornamentation
Organizer: Collegium Marianum – Týnská škola

The festival is a member of the European Early Music Network (REMA).

The Summer Festivities of Early Music is a proud recipient of the prestigious EFFE Label 2017–2023.

Under the auspices of:

the Minister of Culture of the Czech Republic Mgr. Martin Baxa,

the Mayor of the City of Prague doc. MUDr. Bohuslav Svoboda, CSc.

and the Czech Commission for UNESCO.

Festival is held with financial support of:

Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, City of Prague, State Cultural Fund of the Czech Republic, 

Prague 7 District, Deutsch-Tschechischer Zukunftsfonds, French Institute in Prague, Italian Culture Institute in Prague, Polish Institute in Prague, Embassy of Belgium – The Delegation of Flanders in the Czech Republic, Embassy of Spain in Prague

In collaboration with:

Prague 1 District, Galerie 1, Collegium Marianum Foundation, Centre de musique baroque de Versailles

Main Media Partner:

Czech Radio 3 Vltava

Partners:

Unnits, Prague City Gallery, Royal Canonry of Premonstratensians at Strahov, Prague Conservatoire, Hotel Constans, Flora Print, WDLux

Media Partners:

Harmonie, Klasika Plus, Opera Plus, Radio Proglas, PROPAMÁTKY, Dějiny a současnost, Místní kultura, kudyznudy.cz

Contact for medias: 
SMART Communication s.r.o. 
Silvie Marková

M: +420 604 748 699
E: markova@s-m-art.com 
[image: image2.png]Letni glavnosti
gtare hudby

S




Collegium Marianum

Vodičkova 32, Praha 1 
T/F: +420 224 229 462, +420 731 448 346

www.letnislavnosti.cz
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